
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
American Herding Breed Association 

Herding Tests & Trials 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 

 
HRD I, II, III – mixed/sheep & goats 

HTAD I, II, III – sheep, course 2: gather, ribbon pull 
HTAD I, II, III – ducks, course 2: take pen, shed 

Junior Herding Dog – goats  
Herding Capability Test – sheep or goats 

 
 

Held at: Rancho Terra Norte’ 

1227 E. County Road 82 

Wellington, CO 
 
 

Test/Trial Hours 
 8 am till dark 

These events will be held outdoors, rain or shine. 
 



PERMISSION HAS BEEN GRANTED BY THE AMERICAN HERDING BREEDS 

ASSOCIATION (AHBA) TO HOLD THE TRIALS UNDER AHBA RULES AND 

REGULATIONS. 

 A complete list of the rules governing AHBA events can be found at www.ahba-herding.org. 

Entrants are encouraged/requested to review and become familiar and knowledgeable with 

these regulations.  (Dogs must be 9 months or older for trials)  

 

All AHBA eligible breeds are allowed to enter this trial; however priority will be given to 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs until September 9th.  Day of event entries will be accepted 

ONLY if space and/or time allows. 

 

Entry Fees – Herding Capability & Jr. Herding Dog tests: $45  

 

Herding Trial Arena Dog (HTAD) trial classes:  $45 

 

Herding Ranch Dog (HRD) trial classes: $45 

 

 

Total entry limit 40 combined Test & Trial per judge  
 

Stock: Sheep/Value $200 

St. Croix, woolies & mixed hair &/or woolies in a rainbow of colors. 

Goats/ Value $125 Boer cross 

Ducks/Value $50 

 

HTADs (5) sheep per run 

HTDd and HTADd (5) ducks per run  

HRD (5 – 15) sheep per run 

HCT & JHD (3) sheep or goats per run 

 

RIBBONS WILL BE AWARDED FOR FOUR PLACES IN EACH 

CLASS/QUALIFYING RIBBONS TO EACH QUALIFIER 

 

PRIZES: Offered by the GSMDCA and those listed 

High in Trial – Rosette 

Reserve High in Trial – Rosette  

High in Trial GSMD – A Hand-carved Wooden Herding Crook & Rosette offered by               

Cornerstone GSMD 

Reserve High in Trial GSMD – A GSMD Fleece Blanket & Rosette  

 

Those who earn 2 qualifying legs in either the Herding Capability Test (HCT) or the Jr 

Herding Dog Test (JHD) – a collapsible water bowl offered by Tiffany Cross, Wildwood 

GSMD, Amy & Greg Neal, Stuart & Helen Kramlich/ Summit Farm GSMD, Allison & 

Blake Allen, Elizabeth Coit/Domus GSMD, Tracy & Paul Kantor, Virginia O'Rorke, 

Sara Steele, Sarah Trenholm and Bob Mezzanotte, Lori Houha/Houha GSMD 

 

JUDGES: 

 HRD will be judged by Anita Ramsey, Avondale, CO 

HTAD Sheep and Ducks will be judged by Billy Pickel, Tie Siding, WY 

 

HCT & JHD Tests will be judged by  

Anita Ramsey, Avondale, CO and Billy Pickel, Tie Siding, WY 

 

Trial hours are from 8:00 AM to dark 

This event will be held outdoors regardless of weather 

 

Trial Secretary: 

Val Manning 
1227 E County Road 82, Wellington, CO 80549 
(970)391-6559, ranchoterranorte@hotmail.com 

Enter on-line at: www.ranchoterranorte.com 

  

 

Course director: Jenny Lind -- Stock supervisor: Val Manning 

 

VETERINARIAN (on call): 

Alice Baker-Meutin, DVM 

Optimal Animal Health and Performance 

7755 County Road 94 

Fort Collins, CO 80524 

(970)646-3600 

 

Motels That Will Accept Dogs 
 

Host Hotel - Embassy Suites Loveland Hotel, Spa and Conference Center 

4705 Clydesdale Parkway • Loveland, Colorado 80538 

Phone: 970-593-6200 Reservations: 1-800-Embassy 

Room Block name:  Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America 

 

Days Inn, 3624 E. Mulberry, Fort Collins, CO (970) 221-5490  

* ask for Paige or Lee to get the special Rancho Terra Norte’ rate 

Fort Collins LaQuinta, 3709 E. Mulberry, Fort Collins, CO (970) 493-7800 

 

RVs & Travel Trailer Accommodations 

Space for parking of RVs and travel trailers is available but RVs must be self-

contained. NO RV hookups available on site:  

 

Breakfast goodies and afternoon snacks will be sponsored by:  

Cascade Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club, Golden Gate Greater Swiss 

Mountain Dog Club, and Ann Hansen 
 

The Northern Colorado Herding Cooperative will be providing concessions for purchase 

each day. The nearest outside food is 10 miles away from the trial site.   
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Rancho Terra Norte’ 

Ranch Course – Mixed Stock 

September 22, 2015  Judge: Anita Ramsey   Time limit: 20 minutes 

 
Begin with 15 sheep (5 unmarked, 5 with black collars and 5 with red collars and 1 

with a ribbon) in the Boundary PT arena and 5 goats in the goat pen next to the 

Boundary PT arena. 

1. Gather: 10 points (H1, H2, H3) Sheep are gathered from the Boundary PT 

arena. 

1. H1 may position dog half way from the corral gate and the sheep, 

they may move within 15 ft of the closest stock. 

2. H2 dog is positioned at the corral gate and handler may move ½ 

the distance to the closest sheep. 

3. H3 dog and handler are positioned at the corral gate, handler must 

remain at corral gate. 

 

2. Sort: 15 points (H1, H2, H3) Handler must sort the sheep into the corral 

pens. 

1. H1 will sort any 10 head into the large pen. 

2. H2 will sort the 5 sheep with collars into the large pen with 5 

unmarked sheep. 

3. H3 will sort 5 sheep with same colored collar and 5 unmarked 

sheep into the large pen. (judge will designate which color collar to 

be placed in the large pen at the beginning of exercise)   

 

Handler takes remaining 5 head to the goat pens, un-pens the goats and 

takes the sheep & goats into the Lane.  

 

3. Fetch/Drive: 10 points (H1, H2, H3) Flock is moved along the south fence, 

staying within 12 feet of the fence, through the southeast gate of the West 

PT arena to the large holding pen on the south end of the PT arena.  

1. H1 can walk with the flock 

2. H2 can walk with the flock, but must remain at the ribbon/cone 

located 2/3 of the distance and dog must drive to the gate. 

3. H3 remains within 10 ft of the PT boundary arena gate.  

 

4. Sort: 10 points (H1, H2, H3) At the large holding pen, the goats are sorted 

off from the sheep into the PT exhaust pen.  

 

5. Fetch/Drive: 10 points (H1, H2, H3). Handler moves sheep along the west 

fence to the north end, behind both panels and down the east fence to the 

cone along the east fence. 

1. H1 can walk with sheep, but may not go behind panels. 

2. H2 can walk with sheep, but must remain behind H2 line (2/3 of 

arena) and parallel drive the sheep across the back of the arena. 

3. H3 remains within 10 ft of the south fence. 

 

6. Obstacle: 10 points (H1, H2, H3) Sheep are moved from the fence to the 

west and negotiate cross drive panels located at the middle of the PT arena, 

continue across to the west fence, then back to the PT holding pen and 

exhaust sheep into large pen, then release other sheep from their pens into 

large pen. 

1. H1 – may walk with sheep to the opening of the panels, but may 

not enter obstacle.  

2. H2 – may walk with sheep to the opening of the panels, but must 

stay at the opening until the sheep have cleared the obstacle and 

been driven to the cone on the west fence. They may then proceed 

to the exhaust pen.  

3. H3 – Once sheep are at the cone, handler may move up to the 

south end of the obstacle, but must remain there until the sheep are 

at the exhaust pen.  

 

7. Un-pen: 5 points (H1, H2, H3) Goats are un-penned from inner pen and the 

larger exhaust pen and sheep & goats are taken from the West PT Arena 

through the southeast PT gate.  

 

8. Fetch/Drive: 10 points (H1, H2, H3) Goats and Sheep are taken back along 

the lane to the Boundary PT arena, staying within 12 ft of the south fence. 

Handler and dog team are expected to control the passage of the stock 

through the route, if stock bolts – there will not be another attempt allowed.  

 

9. Sort: 10 points (H1, H2, H3) Goats are sorted into their pen, sheep into the 

Boundary PT arena.  

 

Sheep in the corral pens are un-penned and exhausted into the PT arena.  

 

10. Obstacle: 10 points (H3 only). All sheep are gathered to the top of the arena 

and driven down the center line of the arena through the free-standing Y to 

the bottom of the arena and around the south panel into the graze area for a 

hold to allow handler to touch the head of assigned sheep.   

 

 Time ends when the dog and handler exit the Boundary PT arena. 

 

 Time breaker – best score on #6, second time breaker – best score on #2 

 

 
 

  



COURSE #2 

 

repen 

panel obstacle 

handler's post 

stock set-out 

handler's line 

chute 

sort area 

pen 

(Obstacle 1) 

(Obstacle 2) 

(Obstacle 3) 

handler's line 
HTAD III 

HTAD II 

 
      N  

W  +  E      The designations North, East, etc. are for purposes of description only. 

      S  The course may be mirrored. 

 
The handler’s post is located approximately halfway between the North and South ends of the 

arena, or a minimum of 110 ft. from the set-out gate, 20 ft. off of the West side.  The free-

standing pen is located half-way between the handler’s post and the South end of the arena, 20 

ft. from the West fence.  (A trailer may be substituted for the pen.)  The opening of the Y 

chute is located approximately halfway down the length of the arena on the East fence, or a 

minimum of 110 ft. from the area just in front of the gate of the free-standing pen.  The Y 

chute should be no less than 12 feet long and no more than 4 feet wide with an opening of 12 

feet.   (A bridge may be substituted for the Y chute.)  The panel obstacle is located 20 ft. from 

the West side and 30 ft. from the North side of the arena, set parallel to the West side and with 

a 12 ft. opening.  The sorting area is the area roughly between the free-standing pen and the 

handler’s post.  The free-standing pen should be 8-10 ft. on each side for sheep, 10-16 ft. on 

each side for cattle.  For poultry, all dimensions are ½ that for hoofed stock. 

 

1. Gather:  The stock are let out at the repen gate and allowed to settle.  HTAD I handlers take 

the dog to a point approximately one-half the distance from the handler’s post to the stock and 

leave the dog; the handler may move to approximately 15 ft. from the stock and send the dog 

to gather.  HTAD II handlers leave the dog at the handler’s post and move to a point 

approximately halfway between the post and the stock and send the dog to gather.  HTAD III 

handlers and dogs stay at the handler’s post, and the dog is sent from there to gather the stock.  

At all three levels the stock are brought to and around the handler’s post, on the side between 

the post and the Y chute.  The gather ends when the stock have gone just past the handler’s 

post.   

2. Drive: 
The stock are taken South between the East fence and the free-standing pen, then around the 

pen to a point just in front of the pen gate.  Handlers at all levels 0may accompany the stock to 

this point.  The stock are then driven to the Y chute.  HTAD I handlers may accompany the 

stock and dog, fetching or driving or a combination of both.  HTAD II handlers may 

accompany the stock and dog to a point halfway to the Y chute.  HTAD III handlers must 

remain at the position in front of the pen while the stock are driven to the Y chute.  The drive 

ends when the stock reach a point 10 ft. in front of the Y chute.  

3. Obstacle 1: 

The stock are taken through the Y chute.  HTAD II and III handlers remain at the designated 

location until the stock have cleared the Y chute.  HTAD I handlers remain at the entrance of 

the Y chute until the stock have cleared it.  Obstacle 1 ends when the stock have cleared the Y 

chute.  

4. Obstacle 2: 

Upon the stock exiting the Y chute, HTAD I handlers may fetch or drive the stock through the 

free-standing panels, Obstacle 2 (none the handlers may go through the panels).   HTAD II 

handlers must stay on the post side of the handler’s line (which runs across the width of the 

arena, even with the outside edge of the panel obstacle that is nearest the center of the arena) 

until the stock have cleared the panel obstacle.   HTAD III handlers will remain behind a 

handler’s line that runs the width of the arena even with the handler’s post until the stock have 

cleared the panel obstacle.  Once the stock have cleared the panel obstacle, the stock are 

turned to the left and taken to the pen; all handlers may take any position relative to the stock 

when going to the pen.  Obstacle 2 ends when the stock have cleared the panels. 

5. Obstacle 3: 

The stock are penned in the free-standing pen.  Scoring for the pen ends when the pen gate is 

closed. 

6. Sort: 

The animals are taken to the sorting/hold area. HTAD I and II handlers briefly hold the 

stock, then take them to the repen.  For HTAD III handlers, the sort may be one of the 

following:   (a) Gate sort.  (b) Ribbon-removal/shed.  The sort ends for HTAD I and II at the 

conclusion of the hold, and for HTAD III when the gate is closed on the sorted animals, or 

when the ribbon has been removed/ animals have been shed. 

7. Repen: 

The stock are taken to the repen and held a short distance off the gate while it is opened, and 

then are repenned.  When a gate sort has been used, the animals that had been left out in the 

arena are repenned.  The run ends when the repen gate is closed. 
 

 
 

 

 



AGREEMENT 
 

In consideration for participation in an event sanctioned by the American Herding Breed Association 

(AHBA) and held at Rancho Terra Norte home of Val Manning and Doug Richardson, I (we) agree to 

assume all responsibility for any claim, loss or damage, of whatever kind or nature, whether to person or 
property, which may be caused at or near this event, either directly or indirectly, by me (us) or the dog(s) I 

(we) have entered in or brought to this event.  I (we) further agree that I (we) will hold the AHBA, its 

officers, directors, agents and members and Val Manning and Doug Richardson, and their employees/help 
working this event, harmless and defend them from any and all liability for any injury, claim, damage or 

loss, of whatever kind or nature, whether to person or property, caused at or near this event.  I (we) agree 

to indemnify the AHBA, its officers, directors, agents or members and Val Manning and Doug 
Richardson, and associated persons, for any loss, cost or expenses, including attorney fees and costs, to 

which the AHBA, its officers, directors, agents or members and Val Manning and Doug Richardson, and 

associated persons might be subject as a result of any claim, suit, loss or damage caused in any way by 
any act or negligence on my (our) part or on the part of any dog(s) I (we) have entered in or brought to this 

event.  I (we) acknowledge that while the AHBA may provide sanctioning for this event with regard to the 

issuing of titles, it and Val Manning and Doug Richardson,  and associated persons do not have and do not 
exercise control over the conduct of those present.  I (we) certify and represent that the dog(s) I (we) have 

entered in or brought to this event is/are not a hazard to other dogs, other animals, or to people. 

 
I (we) will pay for any livestock injuries or replacement value in the event of death of any livestock by my 

(our) dog(s).  In case of any injury to any stock caused by the dog(s) entered or said dog(s) actions thereof, 

I (we) will assume total responsibility for any damage.  I (we) agree to pay the full market value, as set 
forth and noted in this event's premium, of the injured animal in case of serious injury, or the veterinarian 

bill or its equivalent if the injury is slight. 

 
 

 

Signature of entrant: X__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

AMERICAN HERDING BREED ASSOCIATION ENTRY FORM 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America 

AHBA Herding Trial – Tuesday, September 22, 2015   
Judges: Anita Ramsey (HRDm), Billy Pickel (HTADsd and HTDsd),  

Anita Ramsey and Billy Pickel (HCT & JHD) 
Entry Fees – HCT & JHD $45, HTAD, HRD $45  

 Closing when limits reached. 

Entry limit: 40 runs per judge  
Day of entries accepted ONLY as space and/or time allows. Mail entries with fees to Val Manning  

Rancho Terra Norte’ 1227 ECR 82, Wellington, CO 80549(regular or overnight). You must WAIVE 

SIGNATURE on express entries.  All entry fees payable in U.S. Funds.  Use a separate entry form for 
each dog entered or if entry is different between each trial but entering all trials. 

I enclose $_________ for entry fees. Make check or money order payable to Terra Norte’. 

IMPORTANT -- Read and Sign Reverse Side before completing  Must sign BOTH signature places. 
 

Breed:    Sex:  DATE of Birth_______________ 

“Exhibition only” classes are offered at these trials. 
Trial Class       Leg                 Leg               

HRDs I:   ___ (1) (2)        HTADs I:   ___ (1) (2) HTADd  I: ____ (1) (2) 

HRDs II:  ___        HTADs II:  ___     HTADd II: ____      Ch.Pts.: ____ 
HRDs III: ___        HTADs III: ___     HTADd III: ____            Non-Compete:____ 

 

Test class:   HCTs: ___ JHDs: _________ Leg (1) (2)_____________________________ 
Full Name of Dog: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registry & Number:     Call Name: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Breeder: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sire: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dam: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Actual Owner(s): 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner's Address: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
City    State   Zip 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Handler: If not owner. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

I certify that I am the actual owner of the dog or that I am the duly authorized agent of the actual owner 

whose name I have entered above.  In consideration of the acceptance of this entry, I (we) agree to abide 
by the rules and regulations of the American Herding Breed Association in effect at the time of this event 

and by any additional rules and regulations appearing in the premium list for this event and further agree 

to be bound by the "Agreement" printed on the reverse side of this entry form.  I (we) certify and represent 
that the dog entered is not a hazard to person(s) or other dogs.  This entry is submitted for acceptance on 

the foregoing representation and agreement: 

SIGNATURE of owner or agent duly authorized to make this entry: 

X_____________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE # _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



AGREEMENT 
 

In consideration for participation in an event sanctioned by the American Herding Breed Association 

(AHBA) and held at Rancho Terra Norte home of Val Manning and Doug Richardson, I (we) agree to 

assume all responsibility for any claim, loss or damage, of whatever kind or nature, whether to person or 
property, which may be caused at or near this event, either directly or indirectly, by me (us) or the dog(s) I 

(we) have entered in or brought to this event.  I (we) further agree that I (we) will hold the AHBA, its 

officers, directors, agents and members and Val Manning and Doug Richardson, and their employees/help 
working this event, harmless and defend them from any and all liability for any injury, claim, damage or 

loss, of whatever kind or nature, whether to person or property, caused at or near this event.  I (we) agree 

to indemnify the AHBA, its officers, directors, agents or members and Val Manning and Doug 
Richardson, and associated persons, for any loss, cost or expenses, including attorney fees and costs, to 

which the AHBA, its officers, directors, agents or members and Val Manning and Doug Richardson, and 

associated persons might be subject as a result of any claim, suit, loss or damage caused in any way by 
any act or negligence on my (our) part or on the part of any dog(s) I (we) have entered in or brought to this 

event.  I (we) acknowledge that while the AHBA may provide sanctioning for this event with regard to the 

issuing of titles, it and Val Manning and Doug Richardson,  and associated persons do not have and do not 
exercise control over the conduct of those present.  I (we) certify and represent that the dog(s) I (we) have 

entered in or brought to this event is/are not a hazard to other dogs, other animals, or to people. 

 
I (we) will pay for any livestock injuries or replacement value in the event of death of any livestock by my 

(our) dog(s).  In case of any injury to any stock caused by the dog(s) entered or said dog(s) actions thereof, 

I (we) will assume total responsibility for any damage.  I (we) agree to pay the full market value, as set 
forth and noted in this event's premium, of the injured animal in case of serious injury, or the veterinarian 

bill or its equivalent if the injury is slight. 

 
 

 

Signature of entrant: X__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

AMERICAN HERDING BREED ASSOCIATION ENTRY FORM 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America 

AHBA Herding Trial – Tuesday, September 22, 2015   
Judges: Anita Ramsey (HRDm), Billy Pickel (HTADsd and HTDsd),  

Anita Ramsey and Billy Pickel (HCT & JHD) 
Entry Fees – HCT & JHD $45, HTAD, HRD $45  

Closing when limits reached. 

Entry limit: 40 runs per judge 
Day of entries accepted ONLY as space and/or time allows. Mail entries with fees to Val Manning  

Rancho Terra Norte’ 1227 ECR 82, Wellington, CO 80549(regular or overnight). You must WAIVE 

SIGNATURE on express entries.  All entry fees payable in U.S. Funds.  Use a separate entry form for 
each dog entered or if entry is different between each trial but entering all trials. 

I enclose $_________ for entry fees. Make check or money order payable to Terra Norte’. 

IMPORTANT -- Read and Sign Reverse Side before completing  Must sign BOTH signature places. 
 

Breed:    Sex:  DATE of Birth_______________ 

“Exhibition only” classes are offered at these trials. 
Trial Class       Leg                 Leg               

HRDs I:   ___ (1) (2)        HTADs I:   ___ (1) (2) HTADd  I: ____ (1) (2) 

HRDs II:  ___        HTADs II:  ___     HTADd II: ____      Ch.Pts.: ____ 
HRDs III: ___        HTADs III: ___     HTADd III: ____            Non-Compete:____ 

 

Test class:   HCTs: ___ JHDs: _________ Leg (1) (2)_____________________________ 
Full Name of Dog: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registry & Number:     Call Name: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Breeder: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sire: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dam: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Actual Owner(s): 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner's Address: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
City    State   Zip 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Handler: If not owner. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

I certify that I am the actual owner of the dog or that I am the duly authorized agent of the actual owner 

whose name I have entered above.  In consideration of the acceptance of this entry, I (we) agree to abide 
by the rules and regulations of the American Herding Breed Association in effect at the time of this event 

and by any additional rules and regulations appearing in the premium list for this event and further agree 

to be bound by the "Agreement" printed on the reverse side of this entry form.  I (we) certify and represent 
that the dog entered is not a hazard to person(s) or other dogs.  This entry is submitted for acceptance on 

the foregoing representation and agreement: 

SIGNATURE of owner or agent duly authorized to make this entry: 

X_____________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE # _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________ 


